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Information Sheet 
Dotted Half Note: 
When there is a dot beside a note, the length of the note is extended by half of its length.  

In this exercise the children will see that the dotted half note consists of three beats. It 
combines the two beats of the half note with the extra beat of the dot. This makes three beats 
in total, extending the note by half of its length.  

The dotted half note has the same value as three quarter notes or one half note plus one 
quarter note. Eventually, the children will come across dotted quarter notes, but this will be 
learned once the eighth note is understood.  

 
 

 
 

 

Tie: 

The tie is a “bow” or “bridge,” often seen as an extension of the note.  

If two quarter notes are connected with a tie, seen as two beats. Rather than playing the 
second note, however, the note is held for one extra beat.  
 

 
 

The same rule applies when three quarter notes are connected through a tie; this automatically 
becomes a dotted half note and is held for three beats.  

 
 
 

 
Exercise Sheet wm13a 

Divide Further: 

The first exercise on this sheet is to divide note values into smaller note values.  

The first note shown is a dotted half note (three beats). This can be divided into a half note 
(two beats) and a quarter note (one beat), making three beats in total.  

The students should try to divide it differently in the next two examples.  

Be careful of the third note value, as it differs slightly from the others; it is a dotted half note 
with a tie ending on a quarter note, making four beats in total.  

 
Find Equal Values: 

In this exercise the students should find and match note values.  
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On the left side of the sheet there are different kinds of note values listed. On the right side, in 
no particular order, are the corresponding matches. The aim is to connect the same note values 
with each other.  

For example: the first listed example on the left side is a dotted half note and consists of three 
beats. This will be connected with a half note and a quarter note connected with a tie, which is 
also three beats long.   

 

Listen: 

After matching the note values the teacher and the students clap each example together or 
speak it (da – da – da).  

The teacher speaks or sings one note value, and the students write down the number of this 
note value into the first rectangle. In the end, the rectangles will be filled with the correct 
number of each note value spoken by the teacher. For example: 1-3-4-2-2-1-4-3. 

 
 

Exercise Sheet wm13b 
Fill in the Correct Number of Beats:   

The students fill in the correct number of beats with everything they have learned so far, 
keeping the time signatures in consideration. Encourage them to use all of the note values and 
rests they know.  

First, the students put the correct time signature into the locomotive. The given measure shows 
how many beats there are per measure; if there are four beats, it is in 4/4 time. The next two 
wagons should be filled with notes and/or rests. 

In the first three lines the notes are already given. The students complete the measures and 
add more, using three measures on each line.  
 
On the last line they are free to begin the measure however they want. 
 
Make sure the students notice the barlines, and that the end of each line has a double barline 
to mark the end of the rhythm.  
 

Listen and Repeat: 

The teacher speaks (da, da-a, etc.) or claps a rhythm; the students listen carefully and write 
down what they heard. Initially it should be a very simple rhythm. For more advanced students 
a more challenging rhythm can be given. 

After completing the rhythm everyone can repeat the line, using the body as percussion to 
make sounds.  

The aim is to strengthen the ear, improve the feeling for rhythm, and to encourage creativity.  

Here is an example of what could be clapped:  
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